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WORSHIP 
 

                                                MAY 

Sunday 

11.15am 

2  

All Age Worship on Zoom – Mrs Caryl Rapps 

Sunday 

11.15am 

9 CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 

All Age Worship on Zoom  – Revd Pam Clews 

Sunday 

11.15am 

5.00pm 

16 CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 
All Age Worship  on Zoom -  Revd Peter Clarke 

Café Worship led by Wendy Thompson 

Sunday 
11.15am 

23 PENTECOST / ALDERSGATE SUNDAY 

All Age Worship on Zoom  – Revd Pam Clews 

Sunday 

11.15am 

30 TRINITY SUNDAY 

All Age Worship on Zoom  – Mrs Mary Salter 
 
 
 

Christ Church All Age Worship takes place at 11.15am on Sundays 
via Zoom or landline – the links are on the email sending out the  
weekly Keeping in Touch sheet. Don’t forget you can listen to previous 
services via the Christ Church website and also view ‘special’ services: 
https://www.christchurchmeth.org.uk/worshi/sunday-worship 
 

Cafe Worship on 16 May at 5.00pm – the Zoom link will be sent out by 
email from Wendy Thompson. If you don’t receive it, please contact her.  
 

Also on Sunday mornings, Early prayers are being held weekly at 
9.40am for half an hour on Zoom. If you would like to join in, please 
contact Mary Salter. 
 

Christ Church Sunday worship is recorded and CDs are available. If 
you would like to receive a weekly CD, please contact Adrian Pickett. 
 
 

 

Croydon Food Bank – Next Collection 
  

The next opportunity to donate items for the Food Bank will be 

on Saturday 8 May at Christ Church between 10.30am and 12 

noon.                            Thank you, Sue. 
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Welcome to the May edition. We hope you enjoy reading the magazine. Any 
suggestions to Fiona. Please note that any opinions expressed in articles are 
personal to the authors and may not be endorsed by the editors. 

COPY DEADLINE FOR JUNE by FRIDAY 21 May either by email to 

ccmamagazine@hotmail.com. Requests for email version to this address. Thanks as 
always to all contributors.    

Editorial team 

mailto:ccmamagazine@hotmail.com


 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S LETTER 
 

Dear friends, 
 

I hope this finds you and your family safe and well in this Easter season. 
 

This Easter we heard John’s account of the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
(John 20:1-18) which reveals that Easter joy was not immediate. Mary 
Magdalene found the tomb open and rushed to tell the other disciples 
fearing the body of Jesus had been taken. Peter and the disciple whom 
Jesus loved found the cloths in which the body of Jesus had been 
wrapped lying in the tomb, but they didn’t find Jesus. Mary, Peter and 
the other disciple are left wondering what has happened. There is 
reason to hope that Jesus has been raised from the dead, but there is 
nothing concrete. They are left with some hope but also questions, 
confusion and anxiety. 
 

It was only after the two disciples had left that Mary looked into the 
tomb. She found angels sitting where Jesus had been placed; they asked 
her why she was crying. Having responded she turned around and saw a 
figure standing there who also asked her why she was crying. When she 
replied the person simply said ‘Mary’ – and everything changed. 
Suddenly Mary was filled with joy and excitement because she knew 
that this was Jesus, her Lord, risen from the dead. Seeing and engaging 
with the risen Jesus filled her with joy which she then shared. How Jesus 
was raised from the dead remained a mystery, but it was enough for her 
to see and know that Jesus was risen and alive. 
 

We find ourselves in a time of transition as Covid restrictions continue 
to ease and some churches re-open or open more fully for communal 
worship and other activities. I wonder whether we can truly feel Easter 
joy and find ourselves with the hope but also the questions of the empty 
tomb without the joy and confidence of seeing and knowing that Jesus is 
risen. 
 

 

The coming weeks and months may well bring a mixture of emotions, 
feelings, questions and concerns. We can begin to see family and friends  
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again and enjoy activities we have missed for many months. In this 
beginning is the hope of better things to come. Yet, we may also find 
ourselves coming to terms with what has been lost and what has 
changed. We don’t know what the future holds for us and we don’t 
know what we will find as we come to terms with the impact of Covid 
upon our lives. 
The uncertainty we face may make us excited, anxious or a mixture of 
both. Covid has so disrupted what was familiar and comfortable that we 
know whatever lies ahead will be different, giving us opportunities to 
engage, relate and assess our vision and mission in new ways. Yet, we 
may find this future disturbing when we may long for the comforts of 
the past. I pray that in time we may come to know the joy, peace, 
excitement and hope of our risen Lord in our midst as we journey 
together through this time of transition. 
 

In facing the excitement and anxiety of this time we may find that the 
Methodist Way of Life a helpful framework to anchor ourselves 
spiritually. Details about the Methodist Way of Life are in this month’s 
Spotlight article. 
 

Finally, I write this letter in a time of national mourning following the 
death of His Royal Highness Prince Philip. We join our prayers for Her 
Majesty the Queen and her family in the prayer offered by the President 
and Vice-President of the Conference. 
 

Lord God, 
We give thanks for the long life of Prince Philip, for all 
that he has contributed to our nation and beyond, and 
for his support of our Queen. We pray that he will be at 
rest trusting in the grace of God. We remember before 
you Her Majesty the Queen and her family praying that 
they will know your comfort and strength in the days to 
come. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

God bless, 
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

      
While we in the UK are fortunate that with God’s help we are beating Covid, 
we remember and pray for those of our friends with family in parts of the 
world so badly affected at this time, especially in India and Brazil. 
 
We also remember and pray for those with family in St Vincent and the 
Grenadines or in other island groups nearby whose lives have been so 
disrupted by the volcanic eruption. 
 
There’s a bumper crop of birthdays coming up in May, from teenagers to those 
a few years older! Look out for the birthday announcements in the Keeping in 
Touch sheet. We wish them all a very happy birthday. 
 
Please phone/send any family news to Fiona Assaly: 020 8654 1296 or 
bingham144@hotmail.com. We really want to make sure our prayers are offered for all 
our friends.  Do remember the prayer chain – again, contact me if you would like to 
include anyone on the prayer chain but remember to ask their (or a family member’s) 
permission first 

 
 

                
Our 42nd Church Anniversary service takes place on Zoom on 
Sunday 16 May. It will be led by Revd Peter Clarke, our previous 
Minister at Christ Church. It would be lovely to welcome Peter 
back by as many of us as possible being present that morning, 
either online or by phone. 
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See weekly Keeping in Touch sheet 
 for updates or email me. 

 
The Zoom link will be on the  

Keeping in Touch sheet 
 
 

      We will meet on   

SUNDAY 16 MAY 2021 

 at 5pm on Zoom 
Led by Wendy Thompson 

 
 
All are welcome for an informal hour of worship and fellowship 

 
We are not sure when we can return to Cafe Worship on church 
premises and will update you via next month’s newsletter and the 
Keeping in Touch sheet. 
 

Wendy Thompson 
 

 

 

 
Sunday 23 May 
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PHASED REOPENING FOR WORSHIP 
 
We are aiming to move towards a phased re-opening of the Christ 
Church building for morning worship over the coming weeks. We 
are in the process of training Safety Stewards to enable this to 
happen. Thank you to those who have volunteered to become 
Safety Stewards.  
 
We will need to follow government Covid safety rules  and 
Methodist Church guidance carefully therefore it will not be a case 
of simply returning to the old way of doing things. Please look out 
for more information in our Keeping in Touch weekly news sheet. 
We will be continuing with Zoom worship even when we are able 
to have more people worshipping in the church. The Christ Church 
Worship Safety Guidance below will give you more idea of the new 
“normal”. 
 

Covid  Safety Guidance for those attending worship 

at Christ Church: 
 

In order to keep everyone safe, those wishing to attend worship at 
Christ Church will need to adhere to the following: 
 

 stay at home if you have Covid 19 symptoms or a member 
of your household does , if you have had a positive Covid 
test and are within the self-isolation period or if you have 
been asked to do so by NHS test and trace. 
 

 pre-book your seat with Gill Haslam by email, text or phone 
(please provide your contact details when booking) 
 

 wear a mask (unless exempt- please advise of exemption 
when booking) 
 

 undergo temperature check on arrival 
 

 register with safety steward 
 

 sanitise hands on arrival 
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 follow one way system at all times 
 

 sit and remain in allocated numbered seat as directed by 
safety steward 
 

 keep socially distanced at all times 
 

 no singing by congregation 
 

 there will be no Hymn books/Bibles etc provided (words will 
be projected) 
 

 leave building straight after end of service without mixing 
 

 windows and doors will need  to be open to provide plenty 
of ventilation so please come dressed appropriately for 
outdoor temperatures 
 

 toilets will be available on a one in one out basis 

 
The Church Stewards 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
We held our first interactive zoom Messy Church on Easter 
Saturday which seemed to be well received and also posted out 
Easter story books and church Easter cards to families who have 
been part of Messy Church, Holiday Club or Junior Church.  
 
In mid -May we will be emailing “Messy Church at Home” activities 
to families and we hope to hold another Messy Church on zoom 
towards the end of June. More details to follow. 

Messy Church Leaders 
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Getting back 
 
 Zoom, will become the norm for many 
 Though some will go to church, 
 It will be good to be there again, 
 For I was feeling in the lurch. 
 
 Being alone in the bedroom, 
 It really is no joke, 
 But seeing a few happy faces, 
 Will no doubt cheer some folk. 
 
 Though just eyes are looking, 
 Over cotton elastic masks, 
 We know that we’ll be happy, 
 Fulfilling all our tasks. 
 
 Adrian and Caron will have 

Picked, all our hymns and psalms, 
Choi, Pam or lay preacher, 
Will be leading, open palmed. 
 
We hope the organ,  
It will pump out music fine, 
But all in all, we’re sure we will, 
Have a good, rewarding time. 
 

     by Bob Horne, 
     24/04/21 
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TRAM WORDSEARCH 
 

 
 

AISLE  BALCONY BELL 

CROYDON  DRIVER ELECTRIC 

EUROPE GAUGE METRO  

ROUTE SALOON SIDING 

STATION STEP  STREET 

TERMINUS TRACK TRAMLINK 

URBAN 
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Latent Power Chain 

 

Look carefully at this hand of yours 

Clean, tender, scrubbed; 

The centre part of all you do: 
One finger touch can give 

So much music, colour, life. 

 

Beneath the skin of every hand 

Good things leave their marks beside 

The bad times turned to good; 
These point with laser tips to 

Touches that inspire. 

 

There is a hand behind all hands, 

Behind all living faiths, 

That finds its way 
Through every tip 

To music, colour, life. 

 

 

   Anon 

Dedicated to all those who work in our care homes 

who channel so much through their compassionate hands. 
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Canoeing down the Danube 
 

   In 1963, I booked a holiday to canoe down the  
   Danube in Austria organised by the Youth 

 Hostel Association. I loved the water but had  
never been in a canoe. The whole group were to meet on a summer 
evening to get the ferry and train to Salzburg – there were the 
canoers and a cycling group. We were soon chatting – most of us 
were travelling singly. 
 
It was easy getting to Ostend and then on the train to Salzburg. 
Some of us had booked couchettes but were told to board the train 
and find the right carriage at the next stop. About 10 of us got off at 
Bruges but it was only a one minute stop – four got on in time. Six of 
us were left on the platform. We were advised to get the next train to 
Cologne and change to the right train but we saw that train leaving   
so missed the connection from Cologne.  
 
I had learned a few words of German on a walking trip to Germany 
the year before but nobody else could speak the language so I ended 
up being in charge. We had to stay the night in the waiting room 
which was clean but few of us slept much. We got a train to Salzburg 
about 8.00am. We had our sandwiches and when we eventually 
reached Salzburg, the three cyclists knew the address of their hostel 
but we three canoers didn’t. I rang one hostel and was told to get 
there as soon as possible – it was 9.00pm and lights out was at 
9.30pm. The doors were opened for us. We were shown our 
dormitory in darkness but were awake for breakfast and given a list of 
the other five hostel numbers in the city to ring. Fortunately, on the 
second phone call I spoke to our leader and arranged to meet up at 
lunchtime to board a train to the river and then assemble our two-
man canoes (with help). We were told to wear swimsuits and sunhats 
(temperatures were over 90

o
 F daily).  

 
We were soon paddling on the wide river, with lots of cargo ships 
going with the flow of the river. We stopped for lunch each day and 
leaders knew where to stop for meals and the overnight stops, as 
well as visiting some of the beautiful small towns. The overnight stays 
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ranged from hostels to hayloft (where we were told breakfast was 
available up to 8.30am but were woken by 5.00am by the cows!). 
Another night, we climbed about 1000ft to stay in a castle. We ate 
before we started to climb but it was comfortable – even the loos 
were outside, on the wall! I needed to go in the night and dropped the 
key – finding the keyhole in the dark was difficult and a couple 
thought the noise in the dark was a mouse. The thick wooden door 
shut with a bang. 
 
Another day we stopped in Linz – a beautiful town with a lovely 
church. We arrived as wedding was taking place. It was interesting to 
see the similarities and differences. 
 
After 10 days we arrived in Vienna, a wonderful city with delicious 
pastries as well as all the sights – including the Schonbrunn Palace 
and the Cathedral. All well worth seeing. We went to the opera house 
but it was closed for the summer break. 
 
All too soon it was time to leave for home. A wonderful trip and as I 
had to get everyone to Salzburg, it got our group together. It was 
great for my self-confidence in the future. 
       Sheila Szzvanowski 
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It’s Wesley Day on 24 May so here’s a brief article by Wendy 
followed by one written by her father Frank some time ago: 
 

 

JOHN WESLEY SAID 
 

As well as founding Methodism, writing books and travelling more 
than 250,000 miles on horseback, John Wesley also coined a well 
known phrase. In a memorial sermon he wrote after the death of 
George Whitefield, Wesley wrote: 
 

“There are many doctrines of a less essential nature... In these we 
may think and let think, we may agree to disagree.  But, 
meantime, let us hold fast the essentials......... “ 
 

This is widely recognised as the first time “agree to disagree” 
appeared in print. 

Wendy Thompson 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

       John and Charles Wesley 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF JOHN AND CHARLES WESLEY 
 

AND THE ORIGINS OF METHODISM 
 

John Wesley was born in 1703 and Charles in 1707, members of 
the large family of Samuel and Susannah Wesley. Samuel was 
rector of the parish of Epworth in Lincolnshire, he was a high-
minded academic and lived in a state of poverty. In 1709 there was 
a fire at the rectory from which John had a miraculous rescue. This 
gave rise to the conviction that he had been saved for a special 
purpose, hence the reference to him as a “brand plucked from the 
burning”. 
 

Despite their shortage of money, Samuel and Susannah were able 
to arrange for their sons to be well educated. John was a student  
at Charterhouse and Charles at Westminster School. They both  
went on to Christ Church, Oxford, where they graduated and were 
ordained into the Church of England. While at Oxford, they became 
known for their pious and disciplined way of living, which led them 
with some others to engage in social outreach to the poor and to 
prisoners. This earned their group the nicknames “Holy Club” or 
“Methodist” because of their methodical way of life. 
 

From Oxford they went as missionaries to the American colony of 
Georgia, where they had an unhappy and unsuccessful period. 
John described their position as seeking to preach salvation to the 
natives while they were in need of salvation themselves. They had 
been greatly impressed by the sure faith of some Moravians who 
they met on the journey to America. 
 

On returning to England, they were in a state of uncertainty until 
the great day in 1738 when John “felt his heart strangely warmed” 
and received assurance that he had indeed been saved from his 
sins. Charles had had a similar experience a few days previously, 
and from then on they set out to preach their new faith to all who 
would hear.  
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They were generally excluded in pulpits in parish churches because 
of their “enthusiasm” which was not acceptable in the Church of 
England at that time. This led John in particular “to become more 
vile” by preaching in the open air, initially to miners at Kingswood 
near Bristol. Their message was gladly received by large numbers 
of working people who were not within the established church and 
this formed the basis of the spread of the Methodist Movement in 
Britain over the next 50 years. To the inevitable charge by parish 
priests that he was preaching without authority, John replied with 
the well-known statement “The World is my Parish”.  
 

Methodist societies were 
set up in all parts of the 
country, the members being 
grouped into classes under 
the guidance of class 
 leaders, with John Wesley 
 being the undisputed leader 
of the movement. His desire was that Methodism should be a 
movement within the Church of England, but it developed to a 
point where a separation was inevitable. Towards the end of his 
life, John appointed Superintendents to the growing work in 
America and they took upon themselves the title and functions of 
bishop. Charles Wesley did remain as a parish priest within the 
Church of England while giving support to his brother, in particular 
by writing hymns by which members were able to sing their faith. 
 

Charles died in 1788 and John in 1791, leaving behind the 
movement which grew into the worldwide communion of 
Methodism which we know today. 

Frank Thompson 
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on What is a Methodist Way of Life? 
 

Like the early Christians (Acts 2:42-47) we seek to express what it 
means to follow Jesus in the regular, practical actions of worship, 
learning and caring, service and evangelism. 
 

In this sense, A Methodist Way of Life is both new and old. It is 
new, in that Methodists first discussed such a way at the 2018 
Conference, although it is based on Our Calling, agreed in 2000. 
That, in turn, was built on what Methodists have always done, 
since the days of John Wesley, in trying to follow Jesus and live out 
the Christian faith – just as those first followers in Acts did. 
 

A Methodist Way of Life uses the framework of Our Calling to 
further shape and suggest a rhythm for the life of the Church and 
its people. 
 

It encourages a deeper relationship with God through daily 
worship and Bible reading, as well as through service and faith 
sharing. 
 

A Methodist Way of Life is best lived out with others. Individuals 
are encouraged to use it with a partner, soul friend, or in a small 
group. Methodism has repeatedly affirmed the way in which small 
groups can enrich an individual’s faith. 
 

Groups and individuals may also find journaling a helpful tool to 
aid reflection. 
 

Many people across the Connexion value being part of 
accountability gatherings. 
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A Methodist Way of Life provides a set of commitments and 
practices that encourage and equip people to live a better 
Christian life (shown on the next page). 
 

A Methodist Way of Life commitment cards are available in 14 
languages (https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/life-and-
faith/a-methodist-way-of-life/a-methodist-way-of-life-
commitment-cards/). 
 

Further resources are available to help you to follow a Methodist 
Way of Life: https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/life-and-
faith/a-methodist-way-of-life/other-resources-for-a-methodist-
way-of-life/. 
 
 

A Methodist Way of Life 
 
The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to the gospel of 
God’s love in Christ and to live out its discipleship in worship and 
mission. 
 

As far as we are able, with God’s help: 
 
Worship 

 We will pray daily. 

 We will worship with others regularly. 

 We will look and listen for God in Scripture, and the world. 
 
Learning and Caring 

 We will care for ourselves and those around us. 

 We will learn more about our faith. 

 We will practise hospitality and generosity. 
20 
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Service 

 We will help people in our communities and beyond. 

 We will care for creation and all God’s gifts. 

 We will challenge injustice. 
 
Evangelism 

 We will speak of the love of God. 

 We will live in a way that draws others to Jesus. 

 We will share our faith with others. 
 
May we be a blessing within and beyond God’s Church, for the 
transformation of the world. 
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March 23, 2021 

All We Can’s partner in the Rohingya refugee camps have confirmed 

that the fire which engulfed part of the Kutupalong mega camp is 

estimated to have displaced more than 45,000 people and left 429 

people unaccounted for. It’s as yet unclear how many lives the fire 

claimed and the cause of the fire remains unknown. 

 

The fire, which started in camp 8W on Monday 22 March, spread 

through three further camps: 8E, 9 and 10. 

 

Graeme Hodge, All We Can Chief Executive, said, 'All We Can has 

responded immediately to this awful situation. The Rohingya crisis 

could be described as a forgotten disaster, and our history is rooted 

in standing with displaced and forgotten people. We’ve worked with 

the Rohingya people for many years and will continue to, through this 

crisis with prayers and support.' 

 

All We Can and the Methodist Church in Britain launched a Joint 

Rohingya Crisis Appeal in 2017, and All We Can has continued to 

have an active partner presence in the camps. A total 9,347 shelters 

have been damaged beyond repair, and 45,000 people have been 

displaced (Source: IOM) 
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All We Can's partner project in Rohingya Camp 9 providing Women 
and Girls Safe Spaces was undamaged by the fire, with all volunteers 

  

reported safe – though project participant's shelters were damaged in 

the fire. All We Can partners, through a rapid needs assessment in 

camps 8E and 9, have identified a total of 6,127 replacement shelters 

needed in camp 9 alone. 

 

Some of our worst fears have been realised with 
this horrific and devastating fire. The Rohingya  
Camps are some of the most densely populated 
refugee camps in the world today, with many still  
living in temporary  and semi-permanent shelters. 

A N G E L A  Z A M A E R E  S M I T H ,   
PROGRAMMES DIRECTOR AT ALL WE CAN  

 

All We Can’s partner has met with Rohingya Refugee Camp Officials 

and are assessing shelter needs, with emergency shelter response 

and shelter kit distributions planned for camp 9, and further camps if 

required. 

 

Those wishing to support the work of All We Can’s partner in 

addressing the aftermath of this devastating fire are invited to donate 

to All We Can’s Emergency Relief Fund. 
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Weekly Services and Meetings at Christ Church 
(We hope that worship and meetings/groups will be back at Church soon) 
 

09.15 Holy Communion (2
nd

 Sun)   

09.30 Time for quiet prayer (3
rd

 Sun)   

10.10 Songs for Worship (2
nd

 Sun)   

10.30 Morning Service (Parade 2
nd

 Sun)   

10.30 Holy Communion (4
th
 Sun)   

10.30 Junior Church / Youth Fellowship   

10.30 Crèche   

17.00 Cafe Worship (3
rd

 Sun)   

Monday 

09.30 0-5 Stay & Play   

18.00 Monday Club (monthly,  

3
rd

 Monday) 

  

Tuesday 

19.00 Rangers (fortnightly)   

19.30 Emmaus Bible Study Group   

Wednesday 

18.30 Guides   

Thursday 

09.30 0-5 Stay & Play   

18.45 Brownies   

 

Minister                                      Revd Soon Cheol Choi 8654 5481 

Church Stewards 

               

 

               

              

              Sunday morning services only  

              Sunday morning services only  

              Sunday morning services only  

  

Room Bookings   

 


